
   

 

Dear Friends, 
 

The seasons of the Church Year gain power through the 
effect of community.  We, as the People of God, prepare 
for  and celebrate Christ’s birth (Advent/Christmas).   In 
Lent we seek to join with Christ in his journey toward 
his Passion, Death, and Resurrection (Easter).  In Ordi-
nary Time we listen to Christ as he shares the Good 
News of Salvation through the words and actions of his 
life on earth. 
 

It is motivating to be with a group seeking the same 
goal.  That is one of the reasons Weight Watchers and 
other self-help groups insist that clients attend weekly 
meetings with each other.  When we share our goals, our 
dreams and our struggles with others and listen to theirs, 
we sometimes find the strength to persevere. 
 

Last month I suggested that families try praying together 
on a regular basis if  they don’t already do so.  Eating 
meals together at home is another source of unity and 
strength that will reap untold benefits.   
 

 
Another family practice, especially during Lent, may 
be to turn off the TV and spend time reading together.  
Older students could read or study.  Parents could read 
silently or read aloud to younger children.  Discussing 
what you are reading may be a good conversation 
starter at that family meal!  Sharing family chores is 
another opportunity to work together. Try having your 
teenager help prepare some part of the meal.  Younger 
children should be able to set the table, and everyone 
can pitch in to clear the table, do dishes, and so forth. 
 

Here at school we are offering the students many op-
portunities for prayer, almsgiving, and service during 
Lent.  On Thursdays Father Miller offers Mass in the 
Library at 7:15 AM for the convenience of the faculty 
and those students who can arrive a little earlier.  I 
hear students discussing what they are doing or giving 
up for Lent.  Let us pray that we all take advantages of 
the graces that God gives so abundantly so that Easter 
finds us more prepared to enter into the joy of the Res-
urrection. 
                                   In Fide et Caritate!  
 

                                              Sr. Patricia 
              

                                       Message From the Principal 
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             Lenten Prayer 
 

Merciful God, You called us forth from     
              the dust of the earth; 
Look upon us as we enter these forty     
    days bearing the mark of ashes, 
Bless our journey through the desert of  
                          Lent. 
May our fasting be hunger for justice; 
Our alms, a making of peace; 
Our prayer, the chant of humble and  
                  grateful hearts. 
All that we do and pray is in the name 
of Jesus who saved us on the cross. Amen   
 

    Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers  



                       Snow Make Up Days 
 

Mark  your  calendars  now! So far we have had three 
snow days.  We  will  make  them  up  as follows: 
 
                         Friday, March 6 
                         Monday, March 23 
                         Friday, June 5 
 
Again, we WILL have school these days! If we have 
another day off due to snow, we will need to add Mon- 
day, June 8 to our calendar. 
 .    
                       Financial Aid Deadlines 
 

Any family interested in applying for NEED-BASED 
financial aid for the coming school year should 
download the Private School Aid Service form from 
the school website: www.slshs.org/financialaid. Forms 
submitted prior to March 15 will receive priority in the 
dispersement of funds from the Bishop’s Education 
Fund, the Scholastic Opportunity Scholarship Program 
and the SLS Tuition Assistance Fund.  
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                                      Administrative & Academic 

 

        Anthony O’Toole-King O’Toole  
                 Honorary Scholarship 
 

This scholarship is a gift from members of the 
O’Toole family in honor of their deceased 
grandfather, Anthony, and their father, King, 
who recently celebrated his 78th birthday.  
 

Applicant must be a 10th grader for the 2008-
2009 academic school year at SLS and will be 
evaluated on academic achievement, service to 
the school and community, and demonstrated 
financial need. A scholarship of $1000 will be 
awarded for the junior year at SLS. 
 
Applications are available on the school web-
site under admissions/scholarships, or by con-
tacting Nancy Rizza in the SLS Admissions 
Office. All applications must be received by 
March 20, 2009. 
. 

  
The Challenge Program 

 
     Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors have  
     an  exciting  opportunity  to win  $250!  
     St.  Francis University is sponsoring a 
     program that rewards students for: 
 
  �Most Community Service 
  �Best G.P.A. 
  �Best Attendance 
        �Most Improved 
 

     For more information about the pro- 
     gram,  or to obtain a community ser- 
     vice form, contact  Mrs. Judy Caves,  
     Mr. Tim  Zugates or St. Francis  
     University at (814)  533-7401 or    
     WWW.TCPINC.ORG .  

                 Attention Parents of Seniors! 
               College Scholarships Available 
 
 

Several college scholarships from the Green & Gold Gala 
are still available online. If your Senior is planning to at-
tend La Roche College, Seton Hill University, St. Francis 
University, Mt. Aloysius or Carlow next fall, take advan-
tage of this auction. It's a win-win-win situation! You get 
tuition money, SLS gets money for technology tools, and 
the college gets a great student! 
 
 
                       SAT Prep Class 
 
CCAC will be offering group SAT Prep classes here  at 
SLS on Wednesday evenings, March 11 to April 29 from 
6:00 – 9:00 PM. Registration forms for the class are avail-
able  in the guidance office or on-line at www.ccac.edu.   
Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Judy Caves, also has the 
names of several private tutors as well as information 
from Huntingdon Learning Center for help with test prep. 



                          Campus Ministry              
 

Our Ash Wednesday Liturgy took place on Wednesday, 
Feb. 25. At that time, two more Seniors were commis-
sioned  as Eucharistic Ministers, Stephanie Mancine 
and Adam Votchko.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our  second  Diocesan   Eucharistic   Day  is Monday, 
March 9. We will begin with Mass at 8:40 AM and con-
clude with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Ado-
ration will continue throughout the day with Benediction  
at 2:00 PM. All are welcome to stop in at the school 
auditorium and spend some time with our Lord.  
 
On March 31, we will have an  All-School Liturgy at 
10:05 AM. 
 
We   will  offer  the sacrament of  Reconciliation  
to  all  students March 25th through 27th  dur-
ing lunch and Religion classes. 
 
                   Prayer  Planning Committee 
 

Students are working on Lenten prayer activities. 
They  are  currently  planning   a   Holy   Week  
Prayer Service to be held on Tuesday, April 7 at 
8:40  AM. 
 
 
 
 

 

In conjunction with the Art Department,  students  will  
be  creating        Stations of the Cross.       They will  be 
used outdoors along the Rebel Way and also displayed in 
an interactive version on our website. Weather permit-
ting, our Outdoor Stations will be set up on Friday, 
March 27 and April 4. See our website for a  map. 
          
          Rebels For Life Baby Bottle Drive 
 

During Lent, Rebels For Life will hold a Baby Bottle 
Drive to support the Pregnancy Resource Center of the 
South Hills. Baby bottles can be picked up in the main 
office. Please fill them with loose change and return 
them to the office when they are full. All proceeds will 
benefit the pro-life work of the Center which  provides 
free ultra-sounds to pregnant women, offers parenting 
classes,  and distributes maternity clothes and baby items. 
 
                   Lax Team Volunteers 
 

On February 16, 2009, the Girls Lacrosse Team spent 
their President's Day holiday helping others. The team 
traveled to The Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank and worked in the warehouse, packing boxes of 
food and paper goods for distribution to those in need. It 
was nice to bond as a team while helping others.           

                                          Spirituality & Service 
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The Prayer  Planning Committee meets with  
Campus Minister,  Mrs. Kathy Wray 

 
 
 

       Blessed is he who considers the poor!  
                                                                 Psalm 41:1 



 

 

                             Development: Helping You Support SLS 

                      Auction Planning Under Way  
  
 

The  15th Annual  Green & Gold Gala is set for November 
7, 2009 at the Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe. We are 
happy to announce that parents/alumni Joe and Suzanne 
Aiello are chairing this year's event. The first meeting of the 
volunteer planning committee is March 10, 2009 at 7:00 PM 
in the Brother's House (the building behind SLS). Please 
join us for this fun and very important committee meeting. 
Call Marilyn at 412-561-3583 x 119 for more information or 
just  come to the meeting! We need you and welcome your 
input. 
 
                   Your Auction Proceeds at Work 
 
 

Thanks to the generosity of all those who supported the an-
nual Auction, our Band Room has been outfitted with eleven 
new iMac computers. Each computer has a full complement 
of software including the iLife and iWork Suites,  Final Cut 
Express and Logic Express. The iLife Suite contains pro-
grams for making movies, manipulating photos, authoring 
DVDs, and sequencing music. The iWork Suite is the Apple 
equivalent of Excel, Word, and Powerpoint. Students in our 
Music Technology and Video Arts classes love this state-of-
the art equipment! Thank you, Auction supporters, for sup-
plying our students with the very best of technology!  
 

         19th Annual Rebel Golf Classic 
           Will “Chip” at Recession  

  Justin Payne  uses   the   new    
   iMac computer to   sequence    
   music for his  clarinet 
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Instead of waiting around for the recession to 
end, SLS is taking a club to it! A golf club, 
that is. SLS will hold the “recession-busting 
edition” of the Rebel Golf Classic on Friday, 
May 15, 2009 at Chestnut Ridge Golf Resort 
& Spa.  
 
We will offer stress-relieving mini-massages 
on the putting green, opportunities for a sec-
ond day of golf or spa services at Chestnut 
Ridge’s new spa, and early registration dis-
counts. Plus, some alumni who are well-
known in their field as financial profession-
als have agreed to be part of your foursome 
if you wish. Act fast, and you could golf with 
Brian Dieckmann ‘95, Darren Savikas ‘92, 
Brien Wall ‘66, or one of our other 
'celebrity' alumni who work as financial pro-
fessionals. The guest speaker for the evening 
will be local comedian and sports columnist 
Gene Collier. To receive an invitation or join 
our planning efforts, call Amy Ganser at 
412-561-3583 x 136. 



                          SLS Comedy Night 
                       Friday, April 17, 2009   
                 7:00 PM  SLS Auditorium 
 
 

Calling all parents! Join us for a great night out for adults 
right here at SLS! Two of Pittsburgh’s favorite comedi-
ans—Matt Wohlfarth and Shaun Blackham— will appear 
at Seton-la Salle’s Auditorium one night only. Cost is 
$20 ($25 at the door) and includes open bar and appetiz-
ers. There will also be music by the Lucarelli Brothers 
and singing by our own Debbie Zugates. Doors open at 
7:00 PM, show begins at 8:00 PM. Lots of laughs for a 
good cause. Make your reservations today! Call 412-561-
3583 ext. 119. 
           . 

 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Open to  all Elizabeth Seton , South Hills Catholic 
& Seton-La Salle Alumni, 21 years and older, who  
lettered in:  
 

Band, Baseball, Basketball, Bowling, Cheerleading, 
Crew, Cross Country, Fencing, Football, Golf, 
Hockey, Lacrosse, Rifle, Softball, Swimming, Ten-
nis, Track & Wrestling  
 

Receive free admission to ALL home games! 
 

PURPOSE: 
To foster lifelong, positive relationships among ES, 
SHC & SLS’ letter winners, while supporting the 
needs of the current athletic and band programs. 
 
 EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
Ed Dixon ‘69 - President  

   Ed Vargo ‘89 - Vice President  
   Maura (Gatto) Cermak ‘96- Secretary 
   R.J. Soeder ‘00 -Treasurer  
   Brian Geyer ‘00 - SLS Athletic Director 
 
 

INAUGURAL EVENT: 
“Lettermen’s Tailgate”  
April 25, 2009 -   NEW Rebel Athletic Field 
Join Tom Donahoe ‘65, Honorary Chair, Other 
 Letter Winners, Coaches & Friends 
 
For more info. and reservations, check the SLS 
website or call Brian Geyer at 412-561-3583 x 121. 

                     Student Volunteers Needed  
 
The 2nd annual Elizabeth Ann Seton Scholarship Recep-
tion will be held Sunday, April 19, 2009 at the Seton 
Center at 1900 Pioneer Avenue. The Scholarship Com-
mittee will be announcing the 2009-2010 recipient of the 
Elizabeth Seton Legacy Scholarship for an incoming 
freshman girl attending our school. We are looking for 
volunteers who can work at this exciting event from 
1:30 – 4:30 PM. Students will receive service hours for 
participation. If you are interested, contact Ms. Marilyn 
Walsh in the Development Office at SLS. Thank you for 
your help! 
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                                     Activities and Events                              
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      Into The Woods Rehearsals in Full Swing 
                    
Our SLS theatre students are putting in very long hours 
preparing for the Spring Musical, Into the Woods.  This 
amusing play combines the characters of several well-
known fairy tales in a single plot set in the woods. Per-
formances are:    
           
                     March 27 & 28 , 2009 
                        April 3 & 4, 2009 
                7:30 PM   SLS Auditorium 
 

Bring the whole  family! 

                     SLS Hosts Grade School  
              Diocesan  Honors Band Festival 
 
 

On Feb. 27 and 28, 2009,  the SLS Band hosted the 
South District  Grade School Diocesan Honors Band 
Festival. The south district includes all of the elementary 
schools that SLS recruits from, and the festival afforded 
us the great opportunity to show these potential students 
our school. Seventy six of these outstanding band stu-
dents rehearsed all day Saturday. On Sunday,  our  SLS 
band joined with the Serra and Canevin Bands to present 
a concert. The grade school performance followed. 
 
            SLS Students Enjoy Theatre Trip 
 
 

On Feb. 15, 2009, over fifty students from Mr. Manear's 
and  Mr.  Murphy's  Senior  classes  attended  a Sunday 
matinee  of  Metamorphoses  at  the  Pittsburgh  Public 
Theater.  The  play  dramatizes  several  Greco-Roman 
myths of "change" and featured a swimming pool built 
in the middle of the stage area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
            Saturday Science Workshop Series 
 
 

This Fall, Pietra Bruni, Nicolina DiNardi, Amanda 
Lippert and Amy Piotrowski participated in the Satur-
day Science Workshop Series sponsored by the Pennsyl-
vaina Junior Academy of Science in cooperation with  
Pitt, CMU and Duquesne.  Amy was awarded a certifi-
cate for attending all four workshops, Amanda com-
pleted three workshops and Petey and Nicolina com-
pleted two. All benefited from this enrichment program. 

 

     Band to March in St. Patrick’s Day  
                         Parade 
 

The  SLS Marching Band will make its annual ap-
pearance in the City of Pittsburgh’s Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade on March 14, 2009. The parade starts at 
10:00 AM and moves down Center Avenue, left on 
Grant and then right on to the Boulevard of the Al-
lies. Come out and cheer for our Rebel Band! 
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                                Extracurricular Activities 

 
 

  Student Council Corner   
 
In the month of March, Student Council will 
be planning and preparing several special  
events.  On March 3, 2009, Student Council 
will  Seniors to select the teacher who pro-
vided them with the best learning experience 
during the last four years. Students can select 
any teacher they believe has made an impact 
on their lives— an individual who has gone 
beyond just teaching.  This vote will deter-
mine the winner of the In Fide et Caritate 
Award, which is given to the faculty member 
who best demonstrates excellence in the field 
of education.  The award will be presented 
during Mass  in April.  
 
To celebrate March Madness, Student Coun-
cil will be raffling off  Dick’s Sporting Goods 
gift cards. These raffles will be held during 
all lunch periods throughout the weeks of the 
basketball tournament.  
 
A Senior Dance is being planned for April. 
Any senior who would like to contribute ideas 
or suggestions can see Stephanie Mancine, 
the event coordinator. Details pertaining to 
the dance will be posted in next month’s 
newsletter. 
 
The 2009 Prom will be held at the Omni Wil-
liam Penn on May 21, 2009.  Details will be 
announced, and tickets will be sold during the 
month of April.  
 
Student Council would like to extend warm 
wishes to the cast and crew of Into the Woods, 
particularly Student Council’s own Rosanna  
Patera, Matt Creehan, Mitch Cunningham 
and Mike Creehan. Break a leg! 
 
 

                          New Robotics Club 
 
 

As part of the national effort to promote science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math (STEM) education, SLS has 
started a Robotics Club. We have purchased 2 VEX robot 
kits from RoboMatters,” an affiliate of  the Carnegie Mel-
lon Robotics Institute. Students  have begun the mechani-
cal assembly of the robot chassis and will soon add  the 
electronic sensor systems. Members of the team are also 
learning “RobotC,” a C based programming language 
used to operate the robots. The club will participate in a 
“BotBall” (Robot Ball) competition in April. The goal is 
to build and program a robot to autonomously collect and 
relocate objects to specified areas on a game board. The 
successful relocation of the objects wins points for the 
team.  Good luck! 



                    Students of the Month 
 

The Student of the Month award is given to one student 
in each grade who exhibits outstanding character, re-
spect for others, Christian attitude and active involve-
ment in the Seton-La Salle community.  The special 
students who achieved this high honor in January were: 
 
              9th Grade: Helena Shoplik 
             10th Grader: Chris Vaughan 
             11th Grader: Kathleen Sigg 
             12th Grader: Gabriella Paliotta 
 
Our commended students for February are: 
 
             9th Grade: Bryan Westerlund 
             10th Grade: Dan Mazur 
             11th Grade: Charles McGervey 
             12th Grade: Stephanie Mancine 

 

                                                           Achievements and Accolades 
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                        Medallion Award Winners  
 
 

On November 28, 2008, seniors Amanda Lippert and 
Melanie Hooper received the Saint Joan of Arc Medallion 
from Bishop David A. Zubik. The  award was given to each 
girl in recognition of  her volunteer service in excess of 200 
hours.  
 

Amanda volunteered at the annual festival at Resurrection 
Church, helped decorate the church, and served as a weekly 
usher. She also collected  items to  send to troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and volunteered at the Soup Kitchen and 
Special Olympics. Melanie volunteered as a “Sighted 
Guide” for the Blind & Vision Rehabilitation Services of 
Pittsburgh. She worked at summer camps, organized recrea-
tional activities and guided vision-impaired youth to outside 
events.  Ladies, we are proud of your service! 

 

         Students Excel at PJAS 
 

The  Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science 
(PJAS)  Regional  competition  was  held  on  Feb-
ruary 7, 2009  at  Keystone Oaks High  School. 
Four  SLS students did original research and made 
oral presentations. Victoria Schneider  investi-
gated the effect of disinfectants on bacterial resis-
tance. Nicolina DiNardi studied the impact of 
Low Plus lenses and prisms on reading rate. Petey 
Bruni explored the effect of mechanical stimula-
tion on dinoflagellates. Jacob Wytiaz tested the 
effects of rotating weights on a bicycle’s maximum 
speed.  
 

The time, energy and work of the students really 
paid off! Victoria  and  Nicolina received First 
Place awards and will be participating in the state 
meet at PSU in May. Petey and Jacob received 
Second Place awards for their projects.  Congrats 
to all! 
 

Victoria, Nicolina and Petey will next present 
their research at the 70th Pittsburgh Regional Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair at the Carnegie Science 
Center on April 3, 2009.  Good luck ladies!                 

                        Girl  Scout Silver Award 
 

The Girl Scout Silver Award requires  leadership skills, self-
improvement and a community project involving a mini-
mum of 40 hours. Congratulations to Alyssa Belsterling 
who has earned this award. The goal of  Alyssa’s commu-
nity project was  to provide activities for hospitalized chil-
dren. She made fabric bags and filled them with arts and 
crafts supplies. The bags were distributed to patients at Chil-
dren's Hospital to give them something fun and creative to 
do during long hospitalizations. 



(L to R) SLS artists Karalyn Hillebrecht , Rose 
Nee, and Maddie Bucci 

  Maddie Bucci, Rosemary Nee 
and Karalyn Hillebrecht were 
winners in a city-wide art contest 
entitled “Public Art in Public 
Places.” The contest was sponsored 
by State Senator Jim Ferlo and Mat-
thews International Corporation. 
The contest theme was the  celebra-
tion of the history of Pittsburgh 
through public art.  
 

Rose created the papier mache di-
nosaur figure. Maddie painted the  
watercolor triptych of the Cathedral 
of Learning. Karalyn  drew the pic-
tures of the Point “Then and Now.” 
Each girl won a cash prize of $250.  
Beautiful work, ladies! 

Maddie Bucci’s watercolors 

Rose Nee’s dino 

Karalyn Hillebrecht’s drawings 
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                     Horatio Alger Association 
                    Franklin Scholar  Award 
 

The Horatio Alger Association seeks to recognize stu-
dents who  show evidence of integrity and perseverance 
in the face of adversity. The award also recognizes in-
volvement in co-curricular and community activities. 
Grace Killian has received the Franklin Scholar Award  
for overcoming many challenges and hardships in her life 
as well as for her many hours of  service to the commu-
nity, including a  mission trip to Cuba.  
 

Grace has also qualified for the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award.  This award recognizes Americans of all 
ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their 
time to serve their communities and their country.  Well 
done, Grace!     
  
        
              SLS Mock Trial Team Dominates   
 

 The SLS Mock Trial Team had a very successful Febru-
ary, defeating both Sewickley Academy and Mt. Lebanon 
High School. Their high scores earned them a first-round 
playoff bye. They are looking forward to the next compe-
tition  in March. Team members include:  
  

    Adam Volchko, Taylor Staiger, Nicolina DiNardi  
    John Rodaitis, Catalina Cencich, Julie Leppert  
    Meghan McClane, Cate Hansberry, Alex Mathews      
    Stephanie Mancine 
 
Good luck on the next round!  

      Prudential Spirit of Community Award  
 

Congratulations to Grace Killian for receiving the 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award. Grace was 
awarded  a Certificate of Excellence, signifying that 
she was among the top 10 percent of all applicants 
from Pennsylvania.  
 
 
         NHS Members Attend Darfur Lecture 
  

On Wednesday, March 11, 2009, National Honor Soci-
ety members Andrew Barnhart, Jordan Grgurich, 
Jon Heintz, Grace Killian, Natalie Kist, Amy 
Piotrowski, Robert Sporcic, Pedro Vivas-
Hernandez and Adam Volchko will learn about the 
plight of Darfur and be challenged to think about ra-
cism and discrimination in their own lives. They are 
attending a lecture at Duquesne University by Jerry 
Fowler, President of the Save Darfur Coalition.  
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                 English Teacher Active  
 

Mr. John Manear, English Department Chair, will 
attend the convention of Sigma Tau Delta, the colle-
giate English Honor Society. He is the Eastern Re-
gional Advisor for the organization, overseeing the 
efforts of 100+ chapters. Over 50 of our own SLS 
students are active on the high school level of the so-
ciety. 
  

Mr. Manear has been a member of the International 
Poetry Forum’s Advisory Board for 38 years. He has 
organized over 150 field trips for SHC and SLS stu-
dents to poetry readings and dramatic performances. 
He has also involved students in the Poets-in-the 
Schools program. Sadly this is the Forum’s last sea-
son.  Thank you, Mr. Manear, for your involvement. 

 

  Forensics Team Continues  to Win 
 
The Forensics Team continues to have a great season. 
Recent results  from high school competitions include: 
 
         Peters Township Tournament- Feb. 7 
  
         Ellie Riedel– First Place Trophy –Prose 
         Lauren Hess- 3rd Place Trophy—Poetry 
 
      Bethel Park  Tournament -  Feb 13 & 14  
    (37 schools and 400+ student competitors) 
 

        Petey Bruni—6th Place—Poetry 
        Lauren Hess -11th Place—Poetry 
Both girls made it to the final round and received tro-
phies. 
 

Lauren and Petey have collected enough points (250) 
in their high school forensics careers to rise to the 
"Level of Distinction' in the National Forensics 
League, a very high honor.  
 
Coaches Deanna Hess and Donna Salsburey have 
also qualified as official members of the National Fo-
rensics League as a result of the large number of stu-
dents they have coached and the students’ great suc-
cess. Congrats to all! 



Someone forgot to tell the Lady Rebels that they were too young to 
make it to the WPIAL championship game and that no AA team start-
ing three Sophomores and two Juniors had ever gone so far in play-
offs. They wouldn’t have listened anyway. This group of intense, 
physical ladies, described by Coach Bryan Bennett as “fighters,” 
demonstrated that youth was not an obstacle, but  a motivation. With 
a combination of high-scoring offense and tenacious defense, they 
dominated their conference 12-0 and just got better and better as the 
season progressed. In their final 12 games, the Lady Rebels outscored 
opponents by  an average of 57-38  and entered play-offs seeded #3.  
They played every game with heart, determination and team work as 
they fought their way to the Championship. 
 
First Round: SLS 62, Avonworth 49 
 
Katie Gattuso led the way with 24 points and 12 rebounds in a re-
sounding  62-49  victory  over  Avonworth  in  the  first round  of  
WPIALS. Jordan Dwyer added 15 points and Alexa Del Greco had 
11. By intermission, the Lady Rebels were leading 31-15. Avonworth 
never came closer than 8 points as the Rebels went 15 for 19 from the 
line and played stifling defense for the rest of the game.  
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Perfect 12-0 Section Record 
       21-5 Overall Record 
           Section Champs 
       WPIAL Runners Up 
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Quarterfinals: SLS 60                            
                          Riverside 49 
 

The Rebels took on Riverside (18-6) 
at Ambridge in the Quarterfinals. 
Once again, Katie Gattuso took 
control, leading the team with 21 
points. Nicole Gielarowski  contrib-
uted 12 markers and Emily Marecic 
and Jordan Dwyer both had 11.  
The Rebels seventh straight win was 
a total team effort, with the entire 
squad contributing. 
 

Molly Tuite 

Katie Gattuso Emily Marecic 

 Jordan    
   Dwyer 

Alexa Del Greco 

Nicole  Gielarowski 



 
Semifinals: SLS 48, S. Fayette 44 
 

This game was a nail-biting, edge–of-your seat thriller! South Fayette came into 
the contest with as many wins as the Lady Rebels (20) and a reputation for a very 
stingy defense,  allowing just 30.8 points per game.  SF was, indeed, able to con-
tain SLS’ usually  explosive  offense for most of the game. In fact, by the 3rd pe-
riod, the Rebels were down by 10 points and, though they rallied, were still down 
by 2 with only three seconds remaining in the game. Then came the game-saving 
heroics of  Alexa  Del Greco who hit a lay-up to tie the score at 43 and take the 
game into overtime. An energized  Lady  Rebels  team outscored  S. Fayette 5-1  
in  overtime,  nailing the win, 48-44.  Katie 
Gattuso scored 23 points and Alexa had 15, 
as the  “never-say-die” attitude of the  Rebels  
prevailed. 

WPIAL Championship Runners Up 
 

Although the Lady Rebels pulled within 6 
points,  they were unable to pull out a win 
against the #1 seeded and highly favored Sto-
Rox team (24-1) in the Championship. They  
finished the season as WPIAL runners-up  
with an amazing 21-5 record. What a run! 
 

PIAA playoffs begin March 6. Go Rebels! 

We’re in the Championship! 
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             We’ll Be Back  
           Next Year! 

Celebrating  the victory over South Fayette 

2008 WPIAL Runners Up 



For the third consecutive year, the Rebels posted a winning re-
cord and qualified for playoffs. They were particularly strong in 
the second half of the season,  losing only to North Catholic, the 
eventual WPIAL Champion, and South Fayette, a Final Four 
team.  
 
First Round: SLS 62, Shenango 48 
 
 

On Feb. 2, 2009, the Rebels soundly defeated a well-regarded 
Shenago team by 14 points. David Del Greco led all scorers with 
16. Seniors Dave Patcher, Kevin Swisher, Derek Law, Matt 
Marasco and Bryan Malle contributed mightily to the win. Jun-
ior, Shawn Clark,  also played well with 13 points.  
 
Second Round: Beaver Falls 65, SLS 59 
 

On Feb. 18, 2009, the Rebels played #1 seed Beaver Falls at Am-
bridge High School. Although a decided underdog, the Rebels 
played with determination and toughness and kept it close the en-
tire game.  The lead went back and forth, even late in the fourth 
quarter. Although the Rebels could not pull off the upset, Coach  
Hal Kestler was pleased. "To say the we played them tough 
would be an understatement; this was the best game we played 
against the best opponent on the biggest stage and with a couple 
breaks down the stretch, we could have won.” Derek Law led the 
Rebels in the loss with 24 markers and Dave Del Greco followed 
with 10 tallies.  
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(L to R) Seniors Bryan Malle, Kevin Swisher, Derek Law, 
Dave Patcher, Matt Marasco and Dave Del Greco 

2nd Round of Playoffs 



     Record Number of Swimmers to WPIALS 
 
Although  swimming is still a very new program here at 
SLS,  the  team has  improved  rapidly and dramatically 
over  its  short lifespan.  This  year, the  Swim  Team is 
sending three times as  many  swimmers to WPIALS as 
they  have in  past  years. These  outstanding swimmers 
include: 
 
Dan Mazur - 500 Free, 200IM 
Emma Simmers - 100 Back, 50/100/200 Free 
Sara Jaruthien - 100 Fly, 200 IM 
 
Girls 200 Free Relay 
Qual: Sara Jaruthien, Amanda Astemborski, Nicole 
Nath, Emma Simmers 
Alts: Carissa Schrader, Marisa Rieber, Val Palmos-
ina, Amanda DeAngelis 
 
Boys 200 Medley Relay 
Qual: Ben Nath, DJ Saba, Dan Mazur, Steven 
Kavalir 
Alts: Chuck McGervey, Jonathan Kotek, Sean Lee-
han, Steven Heiser 
 
Boys 200 Free Relay 
Qual: Steven Kavalir, Ben Nath, DJ Saba, Chuck 
McGervey 
Alts: Jonathan Kotek, Sean Leehan, Steven Heiser, 
Connor Hayes 
 
Boys 400 Free Relay 
Qual: Steven Kavalir, Ben Nath, DJ Saba, Dan 
Mazur 
Alts: Sean Leehan, Steven Heiser, Jonathan Kotek, 
Chuck McGervey 
  
Good  luck, Rebels! 
 
 
                   Bowler  Going to States 
  
Senior Margaret Nee of the Girls Bowling Team has 
qualified for the State Bowling Championships to be 
held February 27, 2009 at North Versailles Bowling 
Center. Congratulations,  Margaret!        
 

                     Fencing Team Winning 
 

The Rebels Fencing Teams got off to a great start this year. 
On Friday, February 20, 2009, the boys team defeated 
Pine-Richland and Central Catholic. The girls were victori-
ous over Oakland Catholic in a thrilling sudden-death 
overtime win. Team members include: Mike Hajduk, 
Alex Wright, Jeff Foster, Will Foster, Tyler Darden, 
Danielle Gigliotti, Karalyn Hillebrecht, Steve Milcarek   
and Ursula Machi.  Go Rebels! 
 
                      Freshmen Basketball 
 

The SLS Boys Freshmen Basketball team had a successful 
season, finishing with a winning record and a 2nd Place 
finish in section. The Freshmen team is in an 'AAA' sec-
tion consisting of Chartiers Valley, Elizabeth Forward, 
Keystone Oaks, Moon Area, Thomas Jefferson,  
and Trinity. Of note, the Rebel  Freshmen defeated Bishop 
Canevin, North Catholic and Northgate. 
 
                Coaches v. Cancer Program 
 

The SLS Athletic Department would like to thank all who 
donated to the Coaches v. Cancer Program during Febru-
ary. Over $1,200 will be donated to the American Cancer 
Society. Over the past three years, the SLS Athletic De-
partment has raised over $7,000 for charities. Thank you 
for your support! 
 
                 McConville to Play at  SRU 
 

Team Captain and two-time All-Century Conference per-
former, Mike McConville, has committed to play football 
at Slippery Rock University next Fall. An inside defensive 
player, Mike was named to the 2008 Almanac All Star 
Team and selected to play in the Pittsburgh Area All-Star 
Game. Best wishes, Mike! 

                                                                                Spectacular Sports 
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            Do You Have Info for Rebelations? 
 

Would you like to share info. about your team, event, fund-
raiser or club?  Have you won an award or earned recogni-
tion for something? Have you volunteered or served in some 
way? Please send material for possible inclusion in Rebela-
tions  to Mrs. Chris Caprio at pgh_caps@hotmail.com.  The 
deadline is the 25th of  each  month. ALL MATERIAL IS 
SUBJECT TO DISCRETIONARY USE AND  EDITING.   


